In it the qibla was indicated by a rough

stone.

^Between 696-787 AJX

the mosque was pulled down and rebuilt
thrice, first by Hassan the conqueror of
Carthage, the second time by the order of
Khalifa Hisham (724-43 A.D.), and the
third time by Yazid (772-87 A.D.) the
Governor of Africa. By the order of
Khalifa Hisham, Bishr the Governor of
Qairwan, along with the rebuilding, en-
larged the mosque and added a minaret
to it. When Yazid rebuilt the mosque
he left this minaret intact and the lower
part of it is still standing. Ziyadat Allah
the Aghlabid Amir of Africa (816-87A.D.)
razed it to the ground to rebuild it again.
After this the mosque was left in peace
except for a few alterations and additions.
It is for this reason that some writers call
it the Mosque of Ziyadat Allah. It is
about 560 feet long and 330 feet broad
with the enclosing walls heavily buttressed
like the mosques of Mesopotamia. The
liwan has sixteen aisles bisected by a
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